
 

 

AGENDA 
 

COMMITTEE ON COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT 
 
 
April 02, 2013 5:15 p.m. 
Aldermen Roy, Shea, Aldermanic Chambers 
Craig, Greazzo, Gamache City Hall (3rd Floor) 
 
 
1. Chairman Roy calls the meeting to order. 
 
 
2. The Clerk calls the roll. 
 
 
3. Ratify and confirm phone poll conducted on March 8, 2013, authorizing 

the Fire Chief to use any available balances from the Hackett Hill Fire 
Station Project towards the Central Fire Station Generator Project to 
cover a shortfall in funding. 
(Unanimous vote with the exception of Alderman Gamache who could 
not be reached) 
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  

 
 
4. Summary of sewer abatement requests submitted by Fred McNeill, 

Chief Engineer.  
(Note: Applications and backup documentation are attached.) 
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  

 
 
5. Communication from Fred McNeill, Chief Engineer, requesting 

approval of the revised sewer abatement policy.  
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  

 
 
6. Communication from Leon LaFreniere, Director of Planning & 

Community Development, requesting substitution of SRF funds with 
EPD cash for various EPD projects. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  

 



April 02, 2013 Committee on Community Improvement   
Page 2 of 3 
 

 

 
7. Request from the Parks, Recreation & Cemetery Division for 

acceptance of a donation from The Webster House for CIP project 
510912 Livingston Park Additions.  
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  

 
 
8. Communication from Timothy Soucy, Public Health Director, 

requesting approval of the agreement allowing Elliot Hospital to receive 
portable ventilators and associated equipment.  
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  

 
 
9. Amending Resolution and budget authorization providing for 

acceptance and expenditure of $40,000 from DHHS for CIP project 
211913 School Based Dental Services. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  

 
 
10. Request from the Health Department to accept grant funds in the 

amount of $47,896 from NH Department of Health and Human Services 
for school-based oral health services.  
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  

 
 
11. Communication from Wesley Anderson, Central Fleet Services 

Director, submitting proposed changes to the City's MER program.  
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  

 
 
12. Communication from Wesley Anderson, Central Fleet Services 

Director, requesting an amendment of the existing CIP account set up 
for the FY2013 MER to accept revenue from the sale of City vehicles 
and allow for acquisition expenses. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  

 
 
13. Resolutions and budget authorization providing for acceptance and 

expenditure of $2.8 million bond for City schools technology upgrades. 
(Note: Referred by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen on 3/19/2013) 
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  
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14. Resolutions and budget authorization providing for acceptance and 
expenditure of $3.2 million for Phase II Energy and Deferred 
Maintenance Program. 
(Note: Referred by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen on 3/19/2013) 
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 

 
 
15. Resolutions and budget authorizations providing for a transfer of the 

remaining bond balance from the McGregor Street Project to a new CIP 
project for school grounds rehab. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  

 
 
16. Communication from Leon LaFreniere, Director of Planning & 

Community Development, requesting acceptance of $35,000 from the 
NH Department of Justice for CIP project 411713 Domestic Violence 
Prosecutor. 
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  

 
 
17. Communication from Beth Flagler, Program Administrator NH Rivers 

Council, regarding dam removals and restoration.  
Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure?  

 
 
18. Discussion relative to the Neighborhood Stabilization Program. 
 
 
TABLED ITEMS  
(A motion is in order to remove any item from the table.)  
 
19. Communication from Leon LaFreniere, Planning and Community 

Development Director, requesting the subordination of a City lien 
totaling $11,816 on the property at 30 Fairmount Avenue. 
(Note: Tabled 3/4/2013; additional documentation to from the 
Planning Department is attached) 

 
 
20. If there is no further business, a motion is in order to adjourn. 
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McQuesten Brook Watershed Dam 
Removal and Restoration Project

April 2, 2013  6:00 PM
Manchester Community Improvement Program Committee

This project is also made possible 
through a grant from the 

Samuel P. Hunt Foundation and
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The New Hampshire Rivers Council is committed to the conservation 
and ecologically sound management of New Hampshire's rivers, 
watersheds and related natural resources.

The organization was formed as a nonprofit in 1985 as the New 
Hampshire Rivers Campaign to draft and pass the New Hampshire Rivers 
Management and Protection Act. In 1993, it became the New 
Hampshire Rivers Council. The Council works to inform citizens about 
the value of the state's rivers, designate rivers in the state's
management and protection program, and advocate for the wise 
management of New Hampshire river resources.

www.NHRivers.org
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A look at other City of Manchester supported protection/restoration efforts. 
Protecting and restoring surface waters and the environment within the City.  

Thank you to everyone involved for their leadership and hard work.

Maxwell Pond/ Black Brook  (before) Maxwell Pond/ Black Brook  (after)

Piscataquog River ParkDorrs Pond, Nutt Pond, and Crystal Lake BMPs
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McQuesten Brook Watershed Restoration

This project is made possible through 
a grant from the 

Samuel P. Hunt Foundation and

The New Hampshire Rivers Council spawned the idea for a McQuesten Brook 
watershed restoration plan after it worked with volunteers from the Anheuser‐
Busch Merrimack plant, whom cleaned up trash from the pond and brook as 
part of its national program.

The Council is proud to be leading the effort with its partners to develop a 
watershed restoration  plan to restore McQuesten Pond and Brook. The project 
is funded by the NH Department of Environmental Services, NH Fish and Game 
Department, New Hampshire Rivers Council, and the Samuel P. Hunt
Foundation.

The partners hope that the City will provide equipment and services to make the 
proposed dam removal element of the restoration plan possible.
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The vision 

Project partners envision three successful dam removals and the restoration 
of 1,500 feet of stream channel in the former McQuesten Pond 
impoundment. 

With the City of Manchester commitment to this project, confidence is high 
relative to restoring designated uses within this section of the McQuesten 
Brook watershed once the dams within McQuesten Pond have been removed. 
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The vision (continued)

It is anticipated that the stagnant pond will revert back to a flowing stream 
system with adequate circulation of surface waters, aeration, and vegetated 
buffers providing shade and cooler in‐stream temperatures that eastern 
brook trout will seek out. 

As the watershed restoration plan is implemented under future phases, 
project partners predict a McQuesten Brook that fully supports designated 
uses, provides excellent habitat and refuge for eastern brook trout, is 
embraced by local businesses, residents, municipalities, and organizations 
both in and outside the watershed as a resource worthy of restoration in the 
short term, and protection and continued enhancement into the future.
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McQuesten Brook 
Watershed Restoration

McQuesten Brook supports one of the state’s highest quality populations 
of self‐sustaining wild brook trout as well as a variety of other wildlife.

Stormwater and its runoff can include chemicals, sediments, nutrients, 
and toxins that are washed into McQuesten Brook after rainfall, 
snowmelt—or from lawns, car washing, and other activities.

Stormwater runoff and the pollutants contained within it poses one of the 
greatest threats to the population of wild brook trout in the watershed.

The City of Manchester, residents and businesses in the McQuesten 
watershed are the only ones who can reduce pollution at the source and 
achieve the restoration vision for the watershed.
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McQuesten Brook Watershed
563 acres
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The map above illustrates the locations of three of the stream barriers located in the McQuesten 
Brook watershed. The South Main Street dam is located on a freely flowing section of McQuesten 
Brook immediately downstream of the 66 inch culvert under South Main Street. The McQuesten 
Pond Dams (#1 and #2) have impounded a branch of McQuesten Brook to create McQuesten Pond. 
The pond averages 18 inches deep and is an impaired surface water for failure to support aquatic 
life due to insufficient dissolved oxygen and excessive algae blooms during the summer months.
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The South Main Street dam‐ looking 
upstream from McQuesten Brook with 66”
South Main Street culvert in background. 
Cracks along downstream face of dam are 
visible and structure is in 4 separate pieces.

A young volunteer pictured with one of 
the dead native brook trout she found 
trapped near the South Main Street dam 
on June 1, 2012.
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McQuesten Pond Dam #2 (above) ‐ as seen from river right across to river left. 
McQuesten Pond is approximately two feet higher in elevation upstream of this 
barrier compared to the downstream surface water elevation.

McQuesten Pond Dam #1 (below) ‐ viewed from upstream side in McQuesten Pond. 
Submerged granite blocks have a total combined length of 13 feet. Flow from 
McQuesten Brook has out‐flanked the barrier and active erosion is present along river 
left adjacent to the commercial parking lots. Another 30 feet of fill is visible under the 
invasive species covered berm adjacent to river right.
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There is demonstrated landowner support
Site visits have occurred 

with the following property 
owners:

338‐1:  Gerry McNeil owner 
of KC’s BBQ 

652‐8:  The Patel’s owner of 
plaza with the fitness club, 
865 Second Street

652‐13:  Anthony Fabrizio, 
728 South Main Street

652‐11: The Benevides did 
not attend a site visit but 
support the dam removal 
and offer access through 
their property, 708 South 
Main Street
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Community Support and Funding
Project partners include the Manchester Conservation Commission, Manchester 
Urban Pond Restoration Program, Manchester Fly Fishing Association, Merrimack 
River Valley Trout Unlimited, New Hampshire Fish and Game, New Hampshire 
Department of Environmental Services, the Town of Bedford, and the City of 
Manchester.

The Watershed Assistance Grant funding proposal for the project submitted by 
NHRC was ranked #1 out of fifteen reviewed by NH DES. NHDES Section 319 grant 
provides sixty percent of the total project cost.  The City of Manchester in‐kind 
support will provide nearly half of the required non‐federal match for this project.

Project partners in Manchester are asked to provide donated hours and 
equipment to remove the dam structures.

Future improvements in the watershed include culvert replacements on Wathen
Road and Eastman Avenue in Bedford.   The Town of Bedford will be funding the 
culvert replacements, estimated  to cost several hundred thousand dollars  and 
collaborating with McQuesten Brook Watershed Restoration Partners to maximize 
the benefits of the new culverts.
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Project timing
By June 1, 2013‐ NHRC enters a contract with a consultant or team of 
consultants to implement the design, engineering, and permitting for dam 
removals in the McQuesten Brook watershed.

By May 1, 2014‐ Consultant will have completed the final designs and 
secured the required permits to carry out the scope of work to remove 
the South Main Street Dam, and the two dams within McQuesten Pond.

By May 30, 2014‐ Hold a Public Informational Meeting

By late summer of August 2014 or 2015‐ Removal of the dams (NH F&GD 
determines winter dam removal to be hazardous to the fish population)

By December 31, 2015‐ Removal of the dams, coordinate with NH F&GD 
to lead volunteers on fish population assessments, coordinate with 
MUPRP to conduct water quality sampling under the Volunteer River 
Assessment Program, follow Gulf of Maine Council protocols to establish 
monumented photo points and documentation to capture trends before, 
during, and post‐dam removal at all three sites.
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Thank You!
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	AGENDA
	---
	1. Chairman Roy calls the meeting to order.
	2. The Clerk calls the roll. 
	3. Ratify and confirm phone poll conducted on March 8, 2013, authorizing the Fire Chief to use any available balances from the Hackett Hill Fire Station Project towrads the Central Fire Station Generator Project to cover a shortfall in funding.(Unanimous vote, with the exception of Alderman Gamache who could not be reached)Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 
	4. Summary of sewer abatement requests submitted by Fred McNeill, Chief Engineer. 
(Note: Applications and backup documentation is attached.)Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 
	[Abatement summary.pdf]

	5. Communication from Fred McNeill, Chief Engineer, requesting approval of the revised sewer abatement policy. Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 
	[Revised abatement policy.pdf]

	6. Communication from Leon LaFreniere, Director of Planning & Community Development,requesting substitution of SRF funds with EPD cash for various EPD projects.Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 
	[EPD Revisions.pdf]

	7. Request from the Parks, Recreation & Cemetery Division for acceptance of a donation from The Webster House for CIP project 510912 Livingston Park Additions. Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 
	[CIP Livingston 510912.pdf]

	8. Communication from Timothy Soucy, Public Health Director, requesting approval of the agreement allowing Elliot Hospital to receive portable ventilators and associated equipment. Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 
	[Elliot Vent Letter.pdf]

	9. Amending Resolution and budget authorization providing for acceptance and expenditure of $40,000 from DHHS for CIP project 211913 School Based Dental Services.Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 
	[School Based Dental 211913.pdf]

	10. Request from the Health Department to accept grant funds in the amount of $47,896 from NH Department of Health and Human Services for school-based oral health services. Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 
	[School Oral Health Services.pdf]

	11. Communication from Wesley Anderson, Central Fleet Services Director, submitting proposed changes to the City's MER program. Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 
	[CIP Proposed MER Policy Changes.pdf]

	12. Communication from Wesley Anderson, Central Fleet Services Director, requesting amendment of the existing CIP account set up for the FY2013 MER to accept revenue from the sale of City vehicles and allow for acquisition expenses.Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 
	[MER Vehicle Sales 710813.pdf]

	13. Resolutions and budget authorization providing for acceptance and expenditure of $2.8 million bond for City schools technology upgrades. 
	[CIP 2.8 million technology.pdf]

	14. Resolutions and budget authorization providing for acceptance and expenditure of $3.2 million for Phase II Energy and Deferred Maintenance Program. 
	[CIP 3.2 million Energy.pdf]

	15. Resolutions and budget authorizations providing for a transfer ofthe remaining bond balance from the McGregor Street Project to a new CIP project for school grounds rehab.Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 
	[School Grounds Rehab 310513.pdf]

	16. Communication from Leon LaFreniere, Director of Planning & Community Development, requesting acceptance of $35,000 from the NH Department of Justice for CIP project 411713 Domestic Violence Prosecutor.Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 
	[Domestic Violence Prosecutor 411713.pdf]

	17. Communication from Beth Flagler, Program Administrator NH Rivers Council, regarding dam removals and restoration. Ladies and Gentlemen, what is your pleasure? 
	[McQuesten Brook.pdf]

	18. Discussion relative to the Neighborhood Stabilization Program.

	TABLED ITEMS (A motion is in order to remove any item from the table.) 
	19. Communication from Leon LaFreniere, Planning and Community Development Director, requesting the subordination of a City lien totaling $11,816 on the property at 30 Fairmount Avenue.(Note: Tabled 3/4/2013; additional documentation to be received by the Planning Department and reviewed by the City Solicitor)
	[30 Fairmount Sub.PDF]
	[Mortg Subord 30 Fairmount.pdf]


	---
	20. If there is no further business, a motion is in order to adjourn.


